
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20472 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Robert Springett 
Chairperson, Board of Selectmen 
Town of Dover 
Town House 
P.O. Box 250 
Dover, Massachusetts 02030 

Dear Mr. Springett: 

March 9, 2021 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
APPEAL ST ART 
Case No.: 15-0 l -0633S 

Community: Town of Dover, 
Norfolk County, 
Massachusetts 

Community No.: 250238 

On June 19, 2020, the Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) provided your community with Preliminary copies of the revised Flood Insurance Rate Map 

(FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for Norfolk County, Massachusetts (All Jurisdictions). 

FEMA has posted digital copies of these revised FIRM and FIS report materials to the following Website: 

https://www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata. The Preliminary FIRM and FIS report include 

proposed flood hazard information for certain locations in the Town of Dover, Norfolk County, 

Massachusetts. The proposed flood hazard infonnation may include addition or modification of Special 

Flood Hazard Areas, the areas that would be inundated by the base ( I-percent-annual-chance) flood; base 

flood elevations or depths; zone designations; or regulatory floodways. 

We have published a notice of the proposed flood hazard determinations in the FEDERAL REGISTER and 

will publish a public notification concerning the appeal process (explained below) in the Boston Globe on 

or about March 16, 2021, and March 23, 2021. We will also publish a separate notice of the flood hazard 

determinations on the "Flood Hazard Determinations on the Web" portion of the FEMA Website 

(https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp). We have enclosed copies of the notice 

published in the FEDERAL REGISTER and the newspaper notice for your information. 

These proposed flood hazard determinations, if finalized, will become the basis for the floodplain 

management measures that your community must adopt or show evidence of having in effect to qualify or 

remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). However, before any 

new or modified flood hazard information is effective for floodplain management purposes, FEMA will 

provide community officials and citizens an opportunity to appeal the proposed flood hazard information 

presented on the preliminary revised FIRM and FIS report posted to the above-referenced Website. 

Section 110 of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-234) is intended to ensure an 

equitable balancing of all interests involved in the setting of flood hazard determinations. The legislation 

provides for an explicit process of notification and appeals for your community and for private persons 

prior to this office making the flood hazard determinations final. The appeal procedure is outlined below 

for your information and in the enclosed document titled Criteria/or Appeals of Flood Insurance Rate 

Maps. 



All appeal submittals will be resolved by consultation with officials of the local government involved, by 

an administrative hearing, or by submission of the conflicting data to an independent scientific body or 

appropriate Federal agency for advice. Use of a Scientific Resolution Panel (SRP) is also available to your 

community in support of the appeal resolution process when conflicting scientific or technical data are 

submitted during the appeal period. SRPs are independent panels of experts in hydrology, hydraulics, and 

other pertinent sciences established to review conflicting scientific and technical data and provide 

recommendations for resolution. An SRP is an option after FEMA and community officials have been 

engaged in a collaborative consultation process for at least 60 days without a mutually acceptable 

resolution of an appeal. Please refer to the enclosed "Scientific Resolution Panels" Overview for additional 

information on this resource available to your community. 

FEMA will make the reports and other information used in making the final determination available for 

public inspection. Until the conflict of data is resolved and the revised FIRM becomes effective, flood 

insurance available within your community will continue to be available under the effective NFIP map, 

and no person shall be denied the right to purchase the applicable level of insurance at chargeable rates. 

The decision by your community to appeal, or a copy of its decision not to appeal, should be filed with this 

office no later than 90 days following the second publication of the flood hazard determination notice in 

the above-named newspaper. Your community may find it appropriate to call further attention to the 

proposed flood hazard determinations and to the appeal procedure by using a press release or other public 

notice. 

If warranted by substantive changes, during the appeal period we will send you Revised Preliminary copies 

of the revised FIRM and FIS report. At the end of the 90-day appeal period and following the resolution of 

any appeals and comments, we will send you a Letter of Final Determination, which will finalize the flood 

hazard information presented on the revised FIRM and FIS report and will establish an effective date. 

If you have any questions regarding the proposed flood hazard determinations, revised FIRM panels, or 

revised FIS report for your community, please call our FEMA Mapping and Insurance eXchange (FMIX), 

toll-free, at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627) or e-mail the FMIX staff at 

FEMA-FMIX@fema.dhs.gov. 

List of Enclosures: 

Newspaper Notice 

Sincerely, 

Luis Rodriguez, P.E., Director 

Engineering and Modeling Division 

Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration 

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations FEDERAL REGISTER Notice 
Criteria for Appeals of Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
"Scientific Resolution Panels" Overview 

mailto:FEMA-FMIX@fema.dhs.gov


DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for Norfolk County, Massachusetts (All Jurisdictions) 

The Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency has issued a 
preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and where applicable, Flood Insurance Study (FIS) 
report, reflecting proposed flood hazard determinations within Norfolk County, Massachusetts (All 
Jurisdictions). These flood hazard determinations may include the addition or modification of Base Flood 
Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone designations, or the 
regulatory floodway. Technical information or comments are solicited on the proposed flood hazard 
determinations shown on the preliminary FIRM and/or FIS report for Norfolk County, Massachusetts (All 
Jurisdictions). These flood hazard determinations are the basis for the floodplain management measures 
that your community is required to either adopt or show evidence of being already in effect in order to 
qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program. However, before 
these determinations are effective for floodplain management purposes, you will be provided an 
opportunity to appeal the proposed infonnation. For information on the statutory 90-day period provided 
for appeals, as well as a complete listing of the communities affected and the locations where copies of 
the FIRM are available for review, please visit FEMA 's website at 
https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/thm/BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp, or call the FEMA Mapping and 
Insurance eXchange (FMIX) toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP ( l -877-336-2627). 

https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/thm/BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp
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For Additional Information 

For more information on appeals, see the FEMA document: Appeals, Revisions, and Amendments to National Flood Insurance 
Program Maps: rl Guide (or ( 0111rmmirv O/Ti,cial,1:. 

Part 67 of the NFIP regulations, which pertains to appeals, is available on the "Forms and Publications" section ofFEMA's 
Flood Hazard Mapping website at" ww.fema. v/fhru. 

Other Important Links: www.lloodSRP.org }V�_w.fenia. ov/pla11/ revcn1/111m/st hoLshtm#2 

rm main.shtm 

Flood Hazard Mapping: www.lloodmn s.fema. ov Flood Insurance: www.f'!oodsmart. ov 

10/29/10 

"'FE,',,/A :� mission is to suppol't our citize11s am/ first re:,,poncler.� to c11s11n, that as a 11ati011 we work toget/1er to build, s11st:ii11, and 

improve our capabili�r to prepare for, protect ;1gai11st, respond to, recover fi-0111, iJ[Jd mitigate all hazards." 




